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This is in reply to ,your letter ~f Februar 24, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of several of your constituents re arding the Notice of Proposed Rule
Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, 7 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes tCithe mission's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Your constituents are specifically concerned about .the impact of these changes
on radio control (RiC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RiC operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land.
mobile radio spectrum and RiC hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
constituents' concerns into account when we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding.
letters will be included in the record of the proceeding.
rules to be issued in 1994.

Your constituents'
We expect final

Sincerely,

1?~~
Richard J. Shiben
Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division
Private Radio Bureau
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February 24, 1993

The Honorable James H. Quello
Acting Chairman
Federal Communications Commission·.
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Acting Chairman Quello·:

I am writing to bring to your attention a matter of
importance to me and to a number of constituents I represent.

The matter concerns the Federal Communications Commission
·Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM:.PR Docket 92-235)', which
will, if' adop.ted,. greatly reduce the· number of radio frequencies
currently used for radio controlled model airplanes ..,.. I would
appreciate it if you could address the concern .. raised in the
enclosed letter to me, which is representative of the many
letters that I have received, and advise me accordingly.

Thank you for your

•
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consideration.

titJ~
Member of Congress

PRINTED ON IlECYcuo PAPER



o .29 c..."o.. fiOU.SE ()fHeE 8~QG.

,WAS.."CTBOO. DC'%O~15"~)
• 'I20ZI:2ZS..53~1. .'

MAR 2~ '9312:47 FROM CONGRESSMAN R-FRANKS

80BPRANKS '..
SeV!..,"·O'STl!ICT. N~" JCll$~,

tO~$: ..

pi:JaLic 'WORKS AND- .
. .:' .TR.A~SP()RtA'rION..

8UOGET

~ongrts' oftfjt llriiteb 6tates
"oUsr of Bcprrsrntatibt5. .

FAx COVER SHEET

OATE:_·_'"3_/"t,._r_·_I,..;...:)~ _

.0

PAGE.001

"'td5 "1S~1IfI.'~ ". '. . .
w.s...,~'t"" O~l

. .... O'SnftCT .Q<FICl :'.
. ': :". ",.

. . 2333·MO'I.~'S .A"ENU~
.. SUITt 8-17

U"'~". HJ ~7083
{9081686-S5 76

TO :__..::=!(.~.!!:.!!!:.,:...----:.n:.;&~u..=""'~Ql.!.'~'!k.- -

FAX #: _.=t'..:.1;::::.2~---=-i-=()...::'~~::.- _-FROM:__--=c:...::o~,....=-__..t.4AN

OFFICE' OF THE HONORABLE BOB FRANKs

PHONE: (202) 225-5361 FAX: (202) 225 - 9460

MESSAGE: .per rc ;

There are a total of 1 pages including this cover sheet.
If there are any problems with this transmittal, please call.



. '.

.•.. -:-,..'

FROM CONGRESSMAN R-FRANKS

.:..

:'. ·j.1l··._···jc';~~ph ~Hr'lt-e;:~s .
25 Me~sl~~Street

East: Brun9w,j,ck, . New Jer.sey083!6

PAGE.002

The ~onara~le Bob Franks
US House of Rep~e$e~tatives

Washingt~n7 D.C 20515
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I aM a G2 years old businessman and derive many hours of
e~joy~ent ~~o~ eonst~ucting and aperatiny radio cont~olled

m.odel .ail-.,;;lan~~.. I i.,ave been interested in avia·~i';:.~·, sir.ce !
;"~'~-"9' y;;r-;-;;f;~:;g;:'-'r~;n''':very "'~6trv'~'~Trl ."a l-:.ca,l . c'iub-"wf\ose;" -"'-,_.. ..,
members enjoy co~structing and operatin~ radio controlled
model airFlanes and have taught at publi~ schools.

I aM very concerned about proposed rules that are curren~ly

unde~ considera~io~ by the i-ederal COMM~nications Commissior.
Cl='CCl. The pr.oceedingis ;:'R Docket 9Z-a3S. 11" adopted .the Y4eW

~ules wi~l greatly reduce the u$.bility of freque~cies

cu~~ently ~ssigned for model use and increase the risk o~

ac:-ciderl'ts and .attendant liability for COrltre<l!ing nl-::·del
a i )-"'p:i. aJ"lE:S.

Our ~adio control frequencies are in the 72-75 MHz ba~d. this
band is Jrimarily ~sed for private l.and mobile dispatch
operations. However, our radio control freque~cies in this
band at"'e fa"'" ene.ugh .apart rl'""om the l~n'"lC; mo~i Ie 'frequeTlcies
that we have been able to sha~e the band without either use
interferi~g with the other.

Now the l='CC wants ./;0 c1"'ea;!:e more la~d m<::.tH le'f';":equencies by
splitting them i"~o ~arrower bandwidths and ~e~rr~nging the
bal"'.d plar•• As a r~sult, many ~al"!d r1l.:.bi le fl~eq~srfci"es wi!.l
move closer to the radio control f~eouencies and cause

'''';''~-:r~' ,-~._..._: ..~ ~I.~.~~:f.~!~ep~i?_ ~c:. X,~t:':!~i ("'~,-;::.c.nt~s;:::;i.. ...:;;'R~r..~~.iS.'Y"~';;'· :, . !fJ..nJ ..~)..,d.__t)1C'.\.t..""'~~":'-- .,-,.... : .
the 50 .~~qu~ncie5 that are ~resently available for radio
control of model airplanes, ~nly 19 frequencies will be left
iF these ~ew rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio contr~l, we go to
~reat lengths to .assure the safety of the operators and
by~tanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety
precautions involve the c~re?ul coordination and use of th~

radio control frequencies. I~ the number o¥ usable.
frequencies is diMi~lshed a~ pr0p~sed by the FCC, ~ne

remaining frequencies will become congested and ~he margin af
sa?ety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many mode~ airplanes have wing spans
up to 10 feet .an~ weigh as Much as 30 or 40 pOU~d5. The
models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the
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poiryi:., ..th~·y .ol..r@c.apab~·~ ... c'f clEl~5ir'1g .P.~'t'!Jj?"t::i darnca·~l~,$.~riQL'~
·.iYij.'l.ry, or" ever. ce.ol.th if· r--adicl inter·fere~cE:· c.· •.r,_~~~s .·the .
cpe·r~at<.'r te.· lose c':'Y'.trol of the c~'a..ft. !"hi! c.ftel'l· fly our-

. r"o;:ielsat ~'~51anized events ar:o cc.1'.1;estswhere h·l,.Il",dreds of'
~p~r~to~s participate. We need the use of O~r full complement
of redio f~equencies in order to .ol.ssure a safe f'ly~ng

e~yironm~nt_ .

:. de· Y'lC.t think it i.s wise of the FCC to seek to irnpr'c.ve the
oper~tlng conditions o¥land mobile radio u~ers at the
eMpenS€ of radio control modele~s. The FC~ may not think we
~re ~s iMportant as business users of radio~, but W~ ~~ve a

: ._.~ns:.~d.e,J:~~1,..EL ~Xl..."l~irjl.eL'.~' _~!"J,.".C'-~L !OQd~~;;_ <,!,.!,d. in.•OIE: ..!:SI~.,~£..~, __ .._ .•.~__-..__ .__.,,_
equipMent. The hobby provlde$ many hours of enjOyMent to '
thc'LIsands of' pec.pIe 1 ike rnysel f' and cOl'ltributes to the
advance~ent and dex~lopment of the comMercia~ aviation
indLlstt'y.

Please help me cont~nue th2 Dafe enjoyment of my oastime by
no~ allOWing the FCC to carry out its proposdls fo~ the 7~-76

MHz' bal"ld.

. .~ ....__.. '_.~"-'_.-.... -"~.. --'_.'~""
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